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religious form of all Occidental thought and that in the
reawakening of religious energies there is being accom-
plished a new saturation of the German people with a
Christian treasure the ultimate value of which could
scarcely be fathomed by men of the nineteenth century.
There is ahead of us a struggle to decide whether the
new Reich will be Christian or lose itself in sectarianism
and pseudo-religious materialism. The decision will be
simple if the governmental power will abstain from any
attempt to influence it in the direction of forcible reforma-
tion.
It must be admitted that there is a political element
in the resistance in Christian circles to governmental or
party intervention in Church affairs, but this is only
because political intervention in the sphere of religion
forces the persons subjected to it to reject for religious
reasons totalitarian claims which are wholly unnatural in
that domain.
As a Catholic, I have a full understanding of the
principle that religious conviction resting on freedom of
conscience should refuse to allow itself to be com-
mandeered by politics.
Against. Rosenberg
Let nobody close his eyes to the fact that if religious
troubles were brought on by force, energies would be
loosed in which even the force itself would founder.
Those circles which hope for a new * racial religious union *
would do better to ask themselves how they can conceive
of the fulfilment of Germany's task in Europe if she is
voluntarily to exclude herself from the community of
Christian nations.
Any and every activity in Europe appears to me impos-
sible under such circumstances. The fact of a common
European culture and civilisation, toward which we have
contributed so much, imposes its obligation despite all
national individualisation. We must not close our
frontiers spiritually and withdraw voluntarily into a
ghetto.
The old conflict between Guelf and Ghibelline, running
throughout German history, has revived and demands a